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Aaet* ia.r«ctor for &>ll»otioa and Diaieaination 


Deputy Director 
Contact with 


1. Reference le nade to your jssaiorandum dated 2$ Fefer^*^, 
Intelligence Requlrementa of the Research and Dewlop^nt 
Munition Board, In which you request inetractions reletire to tue 
^ and milnteJance of direct contect with the Research 
Board for purposes of ascertaining their intelligence requirements and 

dissejsinafcloa to them. 

2* restrictions iatpoeed by previous directives requiring that 

contact with the PJ3B will be only throng the Chief 
Branch, ORB, are being rescinded* The Chief, Selen^fic uRR, 

will retain authorleatton for direct liaison with ED3 for fdawlf and 
such memhera of his branch as he may desipiftte in 

-MCie J^^Hgenee problema. However, ttiis authority will nw ho c©»- 
stderSdas^ addition to the normal operating procedures and pcltcles 

of Cli. 

3* Tou ore, therefore, authorized to establish and mnlntain et^ch 
contacts with tSaa Research and Dovelopaent Board as may be essential to 
carrying out your aeslpned functions and adsiion to thi-g conr*ec.ion. It 
is believed dRsIrable that you aalntato such coordination Ua'QmM tl'ie 
Assistant Director for Reports and KsttoateB with the Chief of 
icientific Branch to insure against uTidue duplication or my corfuaion 
to connection with such contacts. 

FOR IHF. DIEICIDH OP CEHTRAL IMTELLIORKCIt 


OSD REVIEW COMPLETED 


’5’. I, WRIGHT 
Brigadier General, USA 
Deputy Director 


25X1 


est Aset Dir for A©port« and Est. 


Signer «s copy 
Central Records 
LTS chrono 


Uc (1 March 1*8) 
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i?iF(S?LlAiE“®D^V^^^^ 1947 - 6 PM EST 

R E°S Ia R C hWd D E V E L O E N T^B O ARD 

. npfpnse Forrestal announced today 
. direct-re deJiclng the powers and 

rrtle7oI tSe R7ear7h and Development Board. 

The 8i>^ective authorizes thc^Boa^ devel- 

Oisions and resolve eral departments and 

opment sub j e ots among the s eve . ^ Respon- 

agencies of the Nationa ^ ^ development programs 

sibility for specific research and 

and proiects of joint National Military Estab- 

departments and agenc nocessary- reallocation of 

lishment, and, to establish 

methods for the exchange undesirable 

programs and projects in j^^nt 

duplication of effort, C .^^dor that information con- 

Chiefs of Staff is and new weapons may be^ 

considL^'eTin strategic planning^;^t^^ 

7^777771 Frolo^r weapons and so inform the Board. 

The Board is ^^77 l™al7c^m7onents in the Re- 
requirements f or materi.as an „rticularly with 

search and Development Frogm.^. ^ Munitions 

respect to critical anc - pevelopment Board 

L°ift7e l7^77ui\^fsrh7lterials and substitute 

materials . 

The Board is compose^ Jh'^r^'A'he^D e 
feenior representatives Membership, as re- 

of the Army, ^ avy ,_ and A ir F ^r c e ^ ^ ^ Vannevar 

cently announced, IS as fol and Maj or General 

Bush; Army, General Be Vi/itt C. Ramsey and 

Henry S. Aurand; NaR’pte- Air Force, General Joseph T. 

rRar^efa^d^ '^771-^777; an7 “r^ifbi re- 

^l\Verars7on777777717el‘lhffrs a/e completed. 
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Directive 


RSSSARCH AW DSVSLOPIENT BOARD 


l3 December 19U7 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by the National 
Security Act of 19U7 (Public Law 253, 80th Congress), and in 
order more fully to define the povrers and duties of the Research 
and Development Board (hereinafter called the "Board") estab- 
lished by Section 2lit of said Act, and to define the relation- 
ships of the Board with other departments and agencies of the 
National Military Establishment, it is hereby directed as follows: 

I, IffiMBERSHIP 

'The Board shall be composed of a Chairman, who shall be 
the head thereof, and two representatives from each of the 
Departments of the Army, Navy and Air Force to be designated by 
the Secretaries of their respective departments. For the Chair- 
man and each representative of the Departments of the Army, Navy 
and Air Force there shall be designated a deputy who shall, in 
the absence or disability of his principal, act in his stead, 
with plenary po'wers. Die deputy for the Chairman shall be 
designated by the Secretary of Defense and deputies for all 
other members of the Board shall be designated by the Secretaries 
of their respective departments. The Board may from time to 
time appoint associate members who may attend such meetings of 
the Board as it may determine but who shall not have the po'vver 
to vote, 

II, AUTHORITY 

1, On matters of major policy the Board shall make 
recommendations to the Secretary of Defense, 

2, With respect to all other research and development 
matters, the Board, within its jurisdiction as defined by the 
National Security Act of 19^7 and this directive, shall act as 
an agency of the Secretary of Defense ivith authority to resolve 
differences among the several departments and agencies of the 
Military Establishment and to make decisions which shall have_ 
the force and effect of acts of the Secretary of Defense, All 
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departments and agencies of the Military Establishment are 
directed to give full support to the Board and' to provide it 
promptly with such information as the Board may from time to 
time request including plans, programs and budget estimates. 

3» The Board shall not direct or control the internal 
administration of the research and development activities and 
programs of iiie several departments and agencies of the Military 
Establishment now or hereafter charged with responsibility 
therefor, 

in, P0»ffiRS AljD DUTIES OF THE BOARD 

nfithin the limits of the authority prescribed in Par- 
agraph II, the Board shall have the powers and duties hereinafter 
set forth, 

1» The Board shall prepare for the approval of the 
Secretary of Defense, not less frequently than once a year, a 
complete and integrated master plan of research and development 
for military purposes. In preparing each such master plan the 
Board shall advise and consult 'with the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and shall consider the current overall plans for research and 
development of each military department and the programs pre- 
pared. in accordance tl.ierev>rith. 

2 , The Board shall allecate among the departments and 
agencies of the Military Estaolishmont responsibility for the 
conduct of specific research and development programs and pro- 
jects of joint interest, 

3> The Board shall continuously survey research and 
development activities vifhich affect the NcUtional securitv, both 
within and without the Military Establishment and 

(a) recommend to the appropriate departments and agencies 
of the Military Establishment the initiation ef pro- 
jects "Which the Board dooms to be necessary in ordei' 
that research and development for the National 
Defense shall be complete and fully integrated; 

(b) to the extent it may doom necessary, reallocate among 
the several departments and agencies of the Military 
jjStaolishment responsibility for any pi-ogram or 
project of joint interest. 
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The Board shall . establish methods for the exchange 
df information with respect to programs and specific projects 
among the departments and agencies of, the Military Establaslmient 
■in order , to prevent undesirable duplication of effort in related 
programs and projects. 


5* The Board shall encourage the exercise of initiative 
on the part of the several departments and agencies of the Military 
Establishment,, in, the formulation '■'f research and .deve.lopraent plans 
'and programs for submission t'^ the Board and it shall enc.o’wirage 
direct dealing among such departments and agencies and between 
such departments and agencies and the users nf end products cf 
research and devel,*praent. 


The Board shall, in accordance ■with procedures pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of Defense, participate in coordinating 
those portions of the budgets of the Departments of the Army, 
Navy and Air Force which are related to research and development 
and shall provide the follov/ing information and advice to the 
Secretary of Defense;' ’ 

.(a) At an appropriate time in advance of the 

presentation of the annual budget estimates, 
and ,in the light of the factors within the 
Board's purview, the Board shall presen't to 
the Secretary itjs recommendations as to the 
Appropriate scope of the research and develop- 
ment effort for the Military Establishment 
as a -whole, ^ ■ 

' . I • ' 

i 1 • 

(h) Concurrently •'with its participation in 

Coordinating the budget, as outlined above, 
the Board shall study the Individual research 
and development programs of the departments 
Against the background of the technical 
Objectives and strategic concepts of the 

;, Military Establishment and shall recommend 
' to the departments such shifts of emphasis 

fnd revisions as are indicated. When or ! . 

ffter the individual departmental research 
and development estimates are submitted by 
the departments to the Secretary fer final 
doordination, it shall be appropriate for the 
. ,. . 1 ^ : ,, : iioard, to recommend to the Secretary shifts in 

■ -‘ d t i:' 1 Implies is, ' ^ , ' 
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7. In order to promote the correlation of research ap.d 
development with strategic and logistic plans, the Research and 
Development Board shall: 

i 

(a) Advise the Joint Chiefs of Staff with respect 

to the interaction of research and development ’ 
and strategy especially in regard to the influence 
of new scientific advances. [ 

(b) inform the Joint Chiefs of Staff concerning the 
estimated technical performance and estimated 
time schedules of weapons systems proposed for 
or in process of development, and supply to 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff expert consultation 
and advice in connection therewith. 

(c) Recommend to the appropriate departments and 

, agencies of the Military Establishment alloca- 
tion of relative emphasis within their research_ 
and development programs based upon the relative 
importance assigned to weapons systems by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

(d) In the process of preparing an integrated 
master plan of research and development for 
military purposes, ensure that the elements 
entering into vreapons systems of high priority 

, receive appropriate emphasis. 

t 

8. The Board shall inform the Munitions Board from time 
to time: 

• j 

(a) of the requirements for materials and components 
in the research and development programs of the 
Military Establishment particularly with respect 
to critical and strategic materials; 

(b) of the types of raw materials and fabricated 
Components required for production of materiel 
under development as soon as the programs for 
such development appear to be promising, in 
brder that timely provision may be made for 
Allocation of production facilities with 
minimum disruption of essential production, 

■ I'he Board shall forriwlate and implement as appropriate 
policies for the Military Establishment in connection with 
research and development matters involving Government agencies 
outside the Military Establishment, 

^ . ■ - ' ' i 

■ ■ ■ . j. I 

'■ . f I 

' i 
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10, The Board shall advise the Secretary of Defense 
and the Secretaries of Army, Navy and Air Force as to the 
status of scientific research relative to National security. 

11. The Board shall exercise and perform such additional 
powers and duties as the Secretary of Defense may from time to 
time direct, 

IV. RELATIONSHIP OF OTHER DEPARTM.JJTS AND AGENCIES, OF THE 
MlilTARY ' liST^LISHlffik " i<ITH THe"'S'oa1B‘ 

■■ ■" ■ "i ii n wiirP' H iWi I! I ^ I— - 

1, The Joint Chiefs of Staff in order to promote the 
correlation of research and development with strategic and 
logistic plans will; 

(a) provide the Research and Development Board with 
general guidance on strategic concepts in order 
that the Board may carry out its responsibilities 
under Paragraphs 6 and 7 (a) of part III hereof, 

(h) in the light of , estimated technical performance 
and estimated military effectiveness, appraise 
the strategic value of major weapon systems 
proposed for or in process of development and 
inform the Bear'd thereof; and 

(c) determine the relative importance of achieving 
military effectiveness of various possible 
weapons systems under envisaged combat condi- 
tions as appraised above and inform the Board 
thereof, 

2. The Munitions Board will: 

(a) advise the Research and Development Board with 
respect to anticipated shortages of materials ■ 
and production facilities in order to guide 
the research and development efforts of the 
Military Establishment in the use «f substitute 
materials; and 

(b) advise the Research and Development Board with 
respect to the characteristics -and availability 
of standard components, critical materials, and 
substitute materials. 
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V. ADMINISTI^TION 

1, The Board shall establish its own rules of procediire, 

2« The Board shall meet at the call of its Chairman^, or ' 
at such times as it may fix, and the presence of five members or 
their deputies, including at least one representative of each 
.department, shall constitute a quorum. 

^ 3» The affirmative or negative vote of five members 

of the Board sliall be necessary for all decisions of the Board. 
In the event that such agreement can not be reached, the matter 
involved shall be referred to the Secretary of Defense for 
resolution* 

i|.. The Secretary of Defense shall provide the Board 
with such personnel and facilities as he may determine to be 
required by the Board for the performance of its functions, 

, The Board shall provide for its internal organization 

(a) It shall establish a secretariat consisting of 
civilians and such military personnel as may be 
designated for such duty by the Secretaries of 
the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. A civilian 
Executive Secretaiy shall be designated by the 
Chairman with the approval of the Board, The 
Executive Secretary shall be the chief executive 
officer of the secretariat^ 

(b) It may establish committees and panels consisting 
of representatives of the Departments of the Army, 
Navy and Air Force, other Government agencies, ' 
scientific and educational institutions, industry, 
and individuals interested in research and develop- 
ment activities, to assist it in. the performance 

of its functions. 


James Forres tal 
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